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Fearing, which turned out to he true, that the recruits he sent out in the morning had not reached the fort before the battle commenced, and knowing the inexperience of many of his men and the powerful odtls against them, he could but feel the greatest anxiety. The battle raged till in the night, when a great explosion took place that shook the ground even up to M'ohile. It was at once said the British had blown up the fort. While Jackson was not willing to admit this, there came upon him one of those fits of courage and confidence which never belonged to any other man. fie said: "If they have blown up the fort we can't give up Mobile; we can only defend it at the entrance of the bay"; and before day he had improvised a command, seized a schooner, and was on his way down to the entrance to meet whatever there might be there. This was Jackson-like, He had said to lose Mobile was to make the Creek campaign a failure, and to defeat all his plans for the future.
Going down the bay, he met Major Lawrence's express and heard the news. Instead of the fort being blown up, Lawrence and his men by well-directed shots had blown up the Hermes and sunk her, and had literally shot to pieces all the other ships, and they had gone limping buck to L'ensa-cola. So Captain Percy had gone back minus his great .ship; Colonel Nichols had gone back minus one eye; they had carried back seventy-two of their command dead and wounded, and the Indians had been left in the woods, like wild hogs, to take care of themselves as best they could,
In the fort, with the exception of four men killed and four wounded, every man was standing to his gun, Two of the guns in the fort had been injured, and others had been disabled. The entire fort had been literally shot to pieces, but not one man had flinched. More than three hundred cannon balls had struck the fort. Two guns had been cracked and two shot off the carriages, while only twelve pieces hud been brought into action, The slock of aiwnu-e justice of his cause and the patriotism of his country. Confident that any future attempt to invade our soil will be repelled as the last, he calls not upon either pirates or robbers to join him in the glorious cause.nclined to listen to slander than I am; nor consider me any more as a diplo-this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
